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GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE 
ACADEMIC UPGRADING DEPARTMENT 

 

English 0120 FALL 2003 

 

Arlene Loewen, Instructor
Office: C305 
Phone:  539-2712 
Email: aloewen@gprc.ab.ca 
 
 
Office Hours:  
 These are scheduled in the morning, but I am usually available in the afternoon 
as well. It is important to tackle problems before they become overwhelming.  I will 
gladly discuss your concerns, and I appreciate suggestions you may have to make the 
course more relevant for you and future students. 
 
 
The Texts:  Norton, Sarah and Brian Green.  Essay Essentials with 

Readings. (Third Edition), 2003. 
Readings for EN120. (compiled for the course and available in 
the bookstore). 
Steinbeck, John.  Of Mice and Men. 
Shakespeare, William.  The Taming of the Shrew.  Signet 
Classic. 
A good dictionary  
  

The Course:  
  English 0120  is literature-based and surveys the major genres-essays, short 
stories, novels, poetry and drama.   
                       There is emphasis on the development of formal writing skills and the 
analysis, interpretation and critical appraisal of literature that we read as well as on 
grammar, mechanics, punctuation, fluency and clarity of expression. 

 
 
Course Content: 
  It is important to keep up on all aspects of your work.  To this end, a unit and 
assignment calendar is attached and a readings assignment sheet will be distributed 
at the beginning of each unit.  
 
 
1.  Words, words, words  throughout the course 

- elements  of fluent writing-sentences, paragraphs, 
punctuation, mechanics, clarity 

- essay composition 
- elements of academic writing 
- development of speaking and presentation skills 

 
 
2.  Fact or Fiction?        3 wks 

- study of non-fiction literature, especially essays 
- types of essays: descriptive, narrative, persuasive,  

expository 
-     the focus is on EXPOSITORY essays 
- analysis of writing styles and techniques 
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3.  Relationships        3 wks 
-     study of several short stories, authors and their style 
- setting, structure, figurative and stylistic devices, 

mood, tone, point of view, irony 
- direct and indirect characterization 
- recognize, explain and comprehend allusions 
- relate personal and societal values to those expressed 

in literature 
-     comparison of the short story and the modern drama 

 
 

4.  “Tell me about the rabbits, George.”     3 wks 
- study of the novel Of Mice and Men 
- elements of the novel 
- examine values expressed through literature 
- identify the influence of psychological and social pressures 

upon the behavior of the characters 
-      present point of view in reflective writing 

 
 

5.  “All the world’s a stage”       3 wks 
- study of Shakespearean drama, The Taming of the Shrew 
- become familiar with the language and history of  

Shakespeare’s time 
- recognize and discuss the themes contained in the reading excerpts  
- presentation of a Shakespearean monologue 

 
 
6.   Themes         2 wks 

- study of poetry 
- human experience and values explored through poetry 
- theme, structure, figurative and stylistic devices, mood, 

tone, point of view, irony 
- recognize, explain and comprehend metaphors, symbols, 

allusions in poetry 
 
 
Assignments:  
  Each unit will involve an evaluation activity (essay, project, presentation) 
and/or test. The due dates for these projects are given on the attached course 
calendar.  Late assignments will be accepted (with 10% per day penalty) for up to three 
days, and no assignments will be accepted after the work has been returned to class. 
 
 

Evaluation:   Projects (4), day-to-day assignments, 
 and exercises    45% 

  Participation and Attendance    10 
  Tests       20 
  Final Exam      25 
 

The participation mark is based on attendance, taking part in class activities, 
group projects, discussions and demonstration of being prepared to contribute to the 



 
 

3 

course.  This mark is also designed to encourage one-on-one contact between the 
instructor and the student.  Attendance is a requirement for student success. 
 

In accordance with college policy, your percentage standing will be converted 
to the Alpha Grading System.  
 
 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP):  
 
 This legislation has been designed to give you control over how much 
personal information you wish to release.  For example, no marks can be posted 
unless anonymity can be assured, and your progress cannot be discussed with a 
family member without your permission.  Mark books are kept in the Registrar’s Office 
along with your final exams for a period of six months and then they are destroyed.  I 
will be asking you for your mailing address and telephone number but you are under 
no obligation to provide it and under no circumstances will I give that information to 
anyone else.  If someone is going to pick up your completed assignments, I will need 
to have your permission to release these. 
 
 
 
 
 


