MAY 2 4 2000

Womyn's Studies (W5 31}

Sprimg 2000
Instructor Cheryl Bereziuk
OiMice Murmler: C2i%
Pl Numlser 339 1739

Bergontk ¢ gpre.ab oo

Oifice Honrs: By appotmiment

Feminist Issues: Raca, Class and Sexuality (2*' edition). Edited by
Nancy Mande(l,

Thinking Critically about Research on Sex and Gender (2™ edition), By Paila 1.
Cipian and jeremy B. Caplan.

Course Description: Feminism and how it engages questions of identity, difference,

seouslity, agency, and commumity will be explored. The focus of the cousse will be on practical
discussion of how fantimist theorizing can inform day-to-day challenges of living with what
postmodernism calls “the current crisis of representation”, The course will introdace students ta
the basic concepts, theories and major debates within feminisn. Through class lectures, projects
ind discussion, students will have an opporiunity to explore the shared and diverss aspects of
womyn's experiences. The primary focus of the course surrounds issues of gender as a social,
cultwral and political construct and how Womyn's Studies as an acadentc discipline chnllenges
the methods, theories and knowledge of iraditional disciplines,

The specific topics covered in this course are; Feminist theory, Sexism i language; Silenced and
forgotten womyn (race, poverty and disability); Leshéan and queer theory, Beauty, siams and
aging. Womyn's response 1o pornography; Psychology of womyn; Violence AgAINSL WOy,
Sexual harassment; Men in feminism; Feminism and the law Womyn's herstory;, Womyn's work
and family lives; Womyn in the educational svstem; Womyn in art, music and literature: Womyn
and health, Womyn and spiritaality;, Femninist critigue of science especially research on sex and
gender, Political activism,

Conrse Objectives: It is hoped you will find this course imeresting, challenging and fun. As we

explore current issues in Womyn's Studbes we will also be developing our reflection and
commumnication skills so that we can betler express and defend our views on issues.we care about.
Dnscussion will play o central role in our learmning together and the coursa thersfore TOQUAres Vour
active commitment and perticipation. You will be expected to attend class regulurly and to take an
active pant in our leaming together, Your final mark will reflect your participution in terms of
attendance, preparedness, and contributions 1o the discussion. Each week von will need to
complele a sct of readings and develop questions and responses that will guide gur discussion in
class. You will also take responsibility for introducing and leading discussion an & topic.

Because the issues we will be discustng are complex and controversial, there are bound o be
many different opimions about them. An imporiant ground rule for the coarse, then, is a
commitment from all participants (o help build a respeciful leaming environment where we gre
comforiable expressing our views and can leam from one another, You are encouraged to keep an
open mind, alkow for the exchunge of views, and respect opposing viewpoints. Such an attteds is
critical o nuuntaining a conduchve learning environment,

One of the difficalt aspecis of this course is that we will be scknowledging that one of the
mechanisms of structurl inequality {whether it is sexism, racism, classism, helerosexism or
abiism) is that we are all systematically taught misinformation about others and ourselves Thas,
be aware that the issees confronted in the course will affect some of us deeply and personally



Evaluation:

Exam #1 May 1 15%
Exam #2 Moy |5 00
Exam #3% hlay 23 L)L
Journal #1 hay 4 5%
Journal #2 hay 11 iy
Tournunh &3 May 18 )
Clasgs participation Diaily L%
Reading preceniations AL Essipred 1%
Quilt assignment May 10 5%
Cutrageous a1 May 16, 17, 18 L9

Exams will consist of take home shon answer/short essay questions pertaining 1o that week's topics and
discussion items, Responses should nod be more Uit 5 pages in dengih and preferably tvped and double-
spaced. | am most lhmjl'urwimEﬁWMlmmmwmﬂymmqﬂitiaWumng
6 I is consistently used. You may choose to use scurces other than the texthooks for this course. The
mamsar-:m:anlmI::bnthmﬂmlurlyandpmnnalinﬂtmmmimhmddmnuiuywrwunmwima&
well as indicate an understanding of course concepts and theories, All materials covered in class, readings,
videos and guest lectures are subject to examination,

Mmmmmmmmmu:isadmmmuﬂmﬁmdeﬁmInywrjuurml:nnjpl
wmlldlih::-'mmﬂnmmrcﬂunﬁmnnmahﬁdmﬁmmumﬂupnmrNMHMMm
ihaassjg.udtuﬁngsﬁ:rl,lui:na:nn:hy‘s:Iaﬁ.ﬂmismﬂgh[wwmgwuymmmhulmlmﬁng
fmmelddm:eMmﬂ%ﬁh%@ﬂﬂ%ﬁmmﬂ!ﬁium:ww.
Remember that o key concept in this course is that the "personal is political’, On occasion [ may alsoe
prescid some questions for you to consider and reflect on in your journaling To give you some gaideline
q::mlal]mmmMmmmmaanhmjmdumgmmﬁwrmmﬂmimuuﬂu:hr‘s
topic. (irammar, senlence strocture etc. will not be graded You may type your joumal submissions but
neatly written submissions will also be accepled. As most of the issties are highly personal, consider the
types of responses you are willing to share with me. [ can assure you that T consider your jonmals
confidential material and no eyes will read your responses other than mine. A the same time, | 8o ot want
to force you to share expericnces you would rather not disclose. Please foel free to ask me to share my
wmmﬁnﬂmmmydwmwlmﬂmmm}mhmMyWMIm
not willing 1o discuss. Don't be afmid to carefully examine what you believe and why veu believe what you
believe. Most important, remember the journals are really for your benefit, not mine, 5o e them o meet
YOUF meeds. '!'mmﬂmmﬁe!WmﬁWlnhﬂpymmﬁnﬂmcﬁf;ﬁm&ﬁmm
coming up with focus questions or comments on the assigned readings.




The quilt assignment is designed 10 help us remember or learn about and honot our historical foremothers.
You will be askied to find a womyn from history (cither from your own personal history or from our shared
public history) that you admire, For this assignment you wall be given a square blank picce of paper or quilt
block on which vou should put the womyn's mame, some description of who she was and what she means
to vou or why you chose her. Please have fun with this project and make it a5 colorful and creative g ViRl
like using symbols thot represcat who she was and what she nieans 1 vou. W will be vresting a gant quilt
on the wall of the classroom to honor and remember these special foremothers, Come prepared to discuss
your chosen foremother. The quilt metaphor was chosen to remmind us how our Faremothers expressed their
creativity and anistic naneres by making practical items beautiful, The metaphor of the quilt block or patch
also serves o remiind us how our knowledge of womyn’s historical lives is often skeichy und incomplete.
Thus, every scrap of information is a precions pant of our shared heritage,

The Ourtrageous act is designed (o reflect the spinit of Gloria Steinem’s essay “Ouirageous Acte and
Everyday Rebellions. You are asked here to perform a positive, 'pro-womym” act that represents for vou
something you might not have done prior 10 Uhis course. You will be required to submit a shon (1 - 2 page]
paper and do a shon 5 minute class presentation describing the sct, explaining why it was liberating” for
you. analyzing your feelings afierward and the reactions of people affected by it. Your outragesus act must
not be harmful to yoursel or to others and it mast be legal] You mey choose to do your liberating ac with
other class members if you like but each of vou must submit an individual paper and cach nust contribute
o the class presentabon

Penalties for late items will be one stanine score off the grade for cach day it is late. For example, if the
assigmmend grades & 7 your grade will be a 6 for one day late. Academic misconduct and plagiarism are
taken very seriousiy and are ponishable in 2 variety of ways, For more information on the penalties that can
e lmposed please see page 33 of the current college calendar,

Guidelines for Required Readings and Class Presentations:

Eaﬂhﬂi'j'mhﬂiu&mﬂpumihﬁt}'fnrm:mmﬂmwhﬁimnfdm“Hamhufm
throughout the course. You will read the assigned reading for that day, synthesize the arpuments and jdeas
and present your findings to the class 10 provide os with an overview of the issue, the nature of the debae
mﬂwhart‘:mininanaljrsisHnﬁlnmglmicmﬂmmnmyufmmuﬁdmwumuhﬂmﬂgm
responsibility with each other, It is hoped that this will allow you o develop vour knowledpe shout 2
particular topic and will also give vou experience in communicating your ideas. You may also refor o
outside sources if you wish. The libeary corrently has many good books on womyn's studies and we also
hmtﬂlcjcrumal('?anﬂm:wqimnsnhiiﬁ.mmﬂmﬂgmmmﬁmmmymmﬁmm
consider in preparing your presentition,

1. Description: What is the story here? What is this article/book talking sbout? Give a brief description of
the contenis of the maternal,

1 Indcresning Observations: Are there any insights of personal inserest 1o yoo? Why?

5. Ceniral Arguments; Some articles focus mainly on a detailed description of issues and events, Bany
will go beyond description. laking a position or cutlining the various pasitions {and critiques of them)
Liaken by others, In most Gases, writers tend w0 idenuify with 2 paricular position which they consider to
carry the most persuasive argument(s). You should iy and identify the positions taken and the
arguments behind them

4. Strengths of Analysis: What arc the main points thar give persuasion to the writer's analysie? Often,
these points may inciude (or be supported by) critiques of other positions, evidence, cxamples jand
sugpestions. You should be able to 1dentify these poinis.

3. Weakmesses of Analysis: You shoald be able to ‘weigh’ whar ks preseated before vour, how realistic are
the arguments, evidenoe or examples? Are the issues identified sufficiently addressed? When writers
present their ideas, they do not ofien cover “all the hasas.” What do you think may have been left out?



6. Your Position: In many cpses, vour ingusry may end with #5, i 3 critical reading of Some issnes may
challenge you (o Lake a posilion. You do not have to ke a position bul vou should consider how the
topic and theory relates to vour own life.

Course Schedole:
Weeld 1

by | Feminist Theones
Mandell Chapter |
Caplan Chapter 1

iy 2 Silenced and Forgotten Womyn
Mandell Chapter 2
Caplan Chapter 2

by 3 Leshian and Queer Theory
Mandell Chapler 3
Caplan Cluspler 3

bay 4 Beauty, Status and Aging
Mandcll Chapier 4
Caplan Chaper 4
o Joornal #1 due

Week 2

Mav B Pavchology of Womyn
Mandell Chapter 5
Caplin Chapler 5
*  Exam #1 due

May 9 ben in Femimsm
Mandell Chapier 7
Caplan Chapter 6

May 10 Feminism and Law
Mandell Chapter &
Caplan Chapter 7
#  Owilt assipnment dye

Bav 11 Womyn's Work and Family Lives
Mandell Chagter 9
Caplan Chapler 8
* lournal #2 dise



Werek 3

hday 13 Yielenos against Womyn
Mandell Chapter 6
Caplan Chapler 9
*  Exam V2 due

by L6 Womyn and Education
Mandell Chapeer 10
Caplan Chapler 10
*  Dutrageous scts due

May 17 Wonmyn and Health
Mandell Choptes 11
Caplan Chapler 11
s Dutrageous acts due

My 18 Womyn and Spirduality
Mandell Chapter 12
Caplan Chapder 12
e Journal #1 due

¢ Chulrapeoes acts duc
Week 4

May 23 * Exam #3 due
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Any changes o the course outline will be mde in consultation with the students during class ime. Should
o mhemmmchsstnadtamﬂmim is made it 15 yoor responsibility to acouire the changed
information. Also be advised Ut being unable 1o mees the expectations of relinbility, respect for and
copperation with the class will mmmmnwmmmmnmmmmﬁhﬂmﬂmmg
the learmning opportunitics of other students.



